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October, 2020

Your monthly source of news
The Advocate Messenger is your monthly source of news for all things related
to CASA Advocacy.  If you have questions, or ideas for a future newsletter,
please reach out to us at steve@casaofsck.org.  The Advocate Messenger will
come to you on the first Friday of each month.

CASA Clothing Order

CASA is coordinating a group
order of select Land's End
shirts/sweaters embroidered
with the CASA of South Central
KY logo.  We have secured a
30% discount off the listed price
on all items.  Please select the
button below to see the items
offered and to place an order. 
Once you complete the order
form, we will email you your
total cost.  At that point, you will
make payment to CASA (not
Land's End) by check.  Once all
the orders are in we will place

New Broadcast Messaging
Service

CASA will be implementing a
new Message Broadcasting
Service, through a service
called Message Made
Easy, effective October 1.  As
an Advocate, you will be
automatically enrolled in this
service that will allow CASA to
send you email alerts, text
alerts, and phone call alerts. 
This service will be used
sparingly but we think you will

https://mailchi.mp/af4d7243d37c/august-2019-advocate-messenger-newsletter-4807302?e=[UNIQID]
mailto:steve@casaofsck.org?subject=Feedback%20from%20the%20newsletter


the order as that will make it
tax-exempt and save you even
more.  All items will be shipped
in one order to the CASA office
in Bowling Green and you will
need to make arrangements to
pick them up there. 

THE DEADLINE TO PLACE
YOUR ORDER IS
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14 
THE DEADLINE TO GET
YOUR PAYMENT TO CASA IS
MONDAY, OCTOBER 19 

If you have any questions,
please call Steve at (270) 782-
5353 or email
steve@casaofsck.org.

CASA of South Central KY
Book Club

The first book read by the
CASA Book Cub was Hillbilly
Elegy, by J.D. Vance.  The book
was well recevied and this first
reading was a great success. 
We will be announcing soon the
next book and the schedule for

Order now

find it helpful in staying
connected and up to date with
what is happening at CASA of
South Central KY.

2020 Soup & Heroes 
With the pandemic underway
we are currently planning to
hold our annual Soup & Heroes
luncheon virtually.  We will
share further details as they are
finalized.  We will still be giving
out the following awards: 

2020 Community Partner of
the Year 
2020 Margaret Ryan
Huddleston Guardian Ad
Litem of the Year 
2020 Hugo Becker Volunteer
Advocate of the Year 
Volunteer Milestone Awards 
Volunteer who hs driven most
miles in 2020 
Volunteer who has served the
most children in 2020 
Volunteer who has the most
in-service hours in 2020

https://forms.gle/1xY2YKEEmFiGoskn9


meetings - so stay tuned!  If you
would like to participate, or
have any questions, or want to
stay up to date on news about
the club, contact John Daniel,
Advocate Coordinator at
john@casaofsck.org. 

IMPORTANT - The only way
to record credit for the
training is to complete a
Training Log entry in Optima. 
Completing the worksheet
does not automatically record
the training time.  You must
also enter that in Optima
manually.

National CASA Book Club

The National CASA / GAL
Association for Children is
hosting an ongoing quarterly
book club centered around
race, equity, and inclusion. The
group will meet virtually to
discuss the first book - Stamped
from the Beginning by Dr. Ibram
X. Kendi - on August 17. Sign
up now to be part of the club! 

Register here: 

Resources for You and Your
Kids 

HERE is a list of resources that
Advocates may find helpful in
working with their children.

Attending Remote Court
Hearings 

Here is a nice informative
graphic from CASA of
Tippecanoe County & the
Indiana Office of Judicial
Administration. 

mailto:john@casaofsck.org?subject=Book%20club%20request%20from%20Advocate%20Messenger
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https://nationalcasa.formstack.c
om/forms/national_casa_gal_bo
ok_study_registration_form?
fbclid=IwAR3gTY0ij028NkcBmb
eSrEyfIhceDQzo2Fper8brx6EP
3Rc2KaXyK6-Wep8

Advocate Monthly Exception
Forms 

Don't forget that while you are
not able to visit your children in
person, each month you must
submit a Monthly Exception
Form.  You must submit one
form for each child you would
be regularly visiting.  Do not
submit one form for a group of
children.  Also, please note
that these forms are to be
used in the future ANY time
you can not visit with your
child(ren) during the month -
not just in response to the
Coronavirus issues we are
facing.  You can access this
form online at: 
http://bit.ly/monthly_exception_f
orm

The Contest Continues! 

Congratulations to LaVette
Page who won September's
gift card! 

https://nationalcasa.formstack.com/forms/national_casa_gal_book_study_registration_form?fbclid=IwAR3gTY0ij028NkcBmbeSrEyfIhceDQzo2Fper8brx6EP3Rc2KaXyK6-Wep8
http://bit.ly/monthly_exception_form


Implicit Bias Training 
LifeSkills, Inc. is presenting a
training program on Implicit
Bias.  This training will address
what implicit bias is and how it
affects attitudes, understanding,
and decisions. Participants will
gain skills that will aid in
naturalizing the impact of bias
upon decision making, as well
as, address individual biases.

October 5 from 9:00 AM-12:00
PM (Central) 
October 12 from 1:00 PM-4:00
PM (Central) 

To register for the event, follow
this link: 
https://lifeskills.zoom.us/webina
r/register/WN_DuOr2SdpRbqY
UKriVLgOWw 

To download a PDF flier about
the event click HERE.  (Note:
Don't use the links in the PDF
file tp register.  They are broken
links.)

We know that it is very difficult
to fully engage with your CASA
children during the visitation
restrictions… so, we wanted to
put a fun spin on things.  For all
of October, we are going to be
giving away a $25 VISA gift
card to one of you guys.  Here’s
how it works… For every hour
that you log volunteer hours
and/or in-service hours on
Optima, we will put your name
in the hat to win the gift card. 5
hours of in-service = 5 times
your name is entered! 
  
Make sure to have your
September hours in by the
monthly deadline of November
3rd. The drawing will take place
on November 3rd.  It’s a win,
win. Logging more time with
and for your CASA kids… and
winning!  We will see how this
month goes, and if we get good
feedback, we will likely keep
doing more giveaways in the
future.  Good luck! 
 

In-Service Opportunities 

https://lifeskills.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_DuOr2SdpRbqYUKriVLgOWw
https://mcusercontent.com/2162a83c8c2ab6b355e98d5e6/files/807bf199-52ef-4532-bacc-144ebac31aaf/Starting_The_Conversation_Implicit_Bias_Training_Final_Flyer.pdf


Understanding Unconscious
Bias

KY Department for Behavioral
Health, Developmental and
Intellectual Disabilities is
excited to offer a new FREE
learning opportunity entitled 
“Understanding Unconscious
Bias” 
on Oct. 15 from 10am-12pm
EASTERN time.

See below and attached for
more information and how to
register!

Cost: FREE - This event is
being paid for through TAYLRD
2.0 funds

Date/Time: Thursday, Oct. 15
@10am-12pm EASTERN TIME

Trainer: Patrick Carrington,
Diversity and Inclusion
Coordinator with the
Administrative Office of the
Courts.  

Training Objectives: 

State CASA Website
Resources 
http://bit.ly/2mnEg6q

Attend a Refresher Training 
In lieu of the pandemic and
social distancing guidelines, we
are suspending the option to
attend the October training
session as a way to acquire in-
service hours.  However, you
may watch our pre-recorded
training sessions.  Contact your
Advocate Coordinator if you
would like to pursue this option.

National CASA Resources 
Here is a link to a PDF file that

http://bit.ly/2mnEg6q
https://mcusercontent.com/2162a83c8c2ab6b355e98d5e6/files/01c68312-1aca-45f3-9a5e-f6f497484441/National_2019_Fall_Winter_In_Service.pdf


This training will provide an
understanding of:

1)      How we acquire
unconscious biases over time

2)      How these biases impact
our decision making, and

3)      What we can do to
address them.

To register go
to: https://link.zixcentral.com/u/0
4c81404/eA3OzrLy6hGp4I0Ph3
soMg?
u=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.
zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregist
er%2FWN_brOuE5AyTh-
oP2DZQVqDKg

Reporting Deadline 

We are asking all Advocates to
have all contact reports and
other materials entered into
Optima by the 5th of each
month for the previous month. 
For example, by June 5th you
should have all of your data

contains the National CASA
office's 2019 Fall & Winter
Reading and Movie list for in-
service training opportunities.

KCN Newsletters 

Interested in getting the KCN
(Kentucky CASA Network)
newsletters?  You will find lots
of great information as well as
possible in-service training
opportunities. 

To sign up, click here.

Zoom Activities & Games
Here are just a few listings of
places you can find activities
and games you can do with
your kids remotely. 

15 Best Games to Play on
Zoom with Kids 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.zixcentral.com%2Fu%2F78d61ec7%2FYCXOzrLy6hGu6I0Ph3soMg%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Furldefense.proofpoint.com%252Fv2%252Furl%253Fu%253Dhttps-3A__us02web.zoom.us_webinar_register_WN-5FbrOuE5AyTh-2DoP2DZQVqDKg%2526d%253DDwMFAg%2526c%253DjvUANN7rYqzaQJvTqI-69lgi41yDEZ3CXTgIEaHlx7c%2526r%253DhgBBIvomFDFdB-aOBVqIIzM3oSu0LVHFQBev4jES5zY%2526m%253D99KssaJo5NRq6lYqdDgyf0OE1qnoXvWyNEOEaMjS-y4%2526s%253DaTX8l-f6S9UJGd_NFOdd7XhpoYjZ0HKkQXrAMXLxWxg%2526e%253D&data=01%7C01%7Caembry%40lifeskills.com%7C8bfd9720ea754b2af20f08d854d6b373%7C904d23b9040141d7bb1b46d478cc1d11%7C0&sdata=ySpTk%2BzhO50VDkDtdUsYnnU9sNN9cDGfsuOfn%2F5r8O4%3D&reserved=0
https://signup.e2ma.net/signup/1895122/1899828/
https://happymomhacks.com/games-to-play-on-zoom-kids/


from May entered into Optima. 

It is crucial that we meet this
deadline.  So much of CASA's
funding is grant-based and the
multiple reports and grant
applications we have to file
require that we list the tangible
results and outcomes of what
we do.  If we can't accurately
answer how many hours our
Advocates work, how far they
drive, etc., then we have the
potential to lose out on funding. 

Please help us by completing
all of your data entry by the 5th
of each month for the previous
month!  If you have any
questions, please contact your
Advocate Coordinator.

New Website Planning 

We are in the process of
creating a new website for
CASA of South Central KY. 
What tools, ideas, and items
would you like to see included
in a new site?  How can it be
structured to help you with your

Let's Get Ready to (Digitally)
Rumble! Here Are 12 Super
Fun Zoom Games to Play With
Kids 

20 Zoom Games & Activities for
Kids 

Fun Games to Play Over Zoom
or FaceTime 

Fun Games to Play with Kids on
Zoom Video Chat

Lunch and Learn 
There will be no Lunch and
Learn this month.

https://parade.com/1025105/stephanieosmanski/zoom-games-for-kids/
https://www.passionforsavings.com/zoom-games-activities-for-kids/
https://meaningfulmama.com/fun-games-to-play-over-zoom-or-facetime.html
https://www.andnextcomesl.com/2020/04/zoom-games-for-kids.html


advocacy?  Send your ideas
and thoughts to Steve at
steve@casaofsck.org.

Foster Care Facts

The purpose of the Foster Care
FACTS is to summarize key
data points for our knowledge
and management; have
consistent data released to the
field or external partners who
request data on specific points;
and produce data for
comparisons over time and
between regions.

The creation of Foster Care
FACTS is intended to create
consistency in how DCBS
reports to others. These are the
numbers to release when asked
questions like, how many
children are in OOHC (Out of
Home Care)? Here we would
always release the same total
number of children in OOHC
with active placements. The
data can be verified using
standard TWIST reports.

October Online Virtual
Training 
It's not to early to tell your
friends and encourage them to
sign up for the next Advocate
Training Session! 

Our next training will be
online/virtual.  In addition to the
times listed, there will be 3
hours of pre-work to be
completed on your own prior to
each online session listed for a
total of 30 hours of training. 

Apply online
at www.bit.ly/casa_apply 

Training Dates: 
Thursday, October 15, 5:15 PM
- 7:45 PM 
Thursday, October 22, 5:15 PM
- 8:45 PM 
Thursday, October 29, 5:15 PM
- 8:15 PM 
Thursday, November 5, 5:15
PM - 8:15 PM 

mailto:steve@casaofsck.org?subject=Website%20Ideas
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dpp/Pages/fostercarefacts.aspx
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dpp/Pages/fostercarefacts.aspx
http://www.bit.ly/casa_apply


The Foster Care FACTS are
based on the TWS W058
dataset from TWIST. This
dataset includes all children in
DCBS custody, their placement
and demographic and cost
data. The TWS W058 FACT
sheet will be generated monthly
(first full week of the month) and
serve as the numbers to report
for the entire month. 

These Foster Care FACTS can
be shared with your staff.

Thursday, November 12, 5:15
PM - 8:15 PM

Dates to Remember 

October Virtual Training
Application Deadline 
Friday, October 2 

October Virtual New
Advocate Training 
Thursday, October 15, 5:15 PM
- 7:45 PM 
Thursday, October 22, 5:15 PM
- 8:45 PM 
Thursday, October 29, 5:15 PM
- 8:15 PM 
Thursday, November 5, 5:15
PM - 8:15 PM 
Thursday, November 12, 5:15
PM - 8:15 PM 

Note: The October training will
be online / virtual.  There will be
3 hours of pre-work prior to
each online session listed
above.

If you have any questions,
ideas or feedback about The

https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dpp/Pages/fostercarefacts.aspx
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dpp/Pages/fostercarefacts.aspx


Advocate Messenger, please
contact Steve at

steve@casaofsck.org.

Advocate Anniversaries 
October 2 - Linda Seagle (14 years) 

Birthdays 
October 3 - Lydia Montgomery (Advocate) 

October 5 - Holly Naufel (Advocate) 
October 13 - Lauri Warden (Advocate) 

October 16 - Michael Delaney (Board of Directors) 
October 17 - Paula Minnicks (Advocate) 
October 18 - Gregg George (Advocate) 
October 27 - Janet Applin (Advocate) 
October 31 - Linda Seagle (Advocate)

mailto:steve@casaofsck.org?subject=Feedback%20on%20The%20Advocate%20Messenger
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https://twitter.com/casa_scentralky
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